Connections
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ

September 2021
Our mission is to connect with God, as we live by faith, are known by love, and cultivate hope.
Scripture basis: We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God
… your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
(1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3)

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Fall Rummage Sale
8:00am - 6:00pm – Friday September 17th
8:00am - 10:30am - Saturday September 18th
Drop Off Hours:
Monday, September 13th from 4pm to 7pm
Tuesday - Thursday, September 16th from 1pm to 5pm
If you have items to drop off, please make sure they are clean and in good
condition/working order.
We always have a GREAT SALE because of your GOOD STUFF!

Sunday School Starts – September 19, 2021
The Christian Education team is excited to announce we will be starting in-person Sunday
school this fall! Our first class will be held on Sunday, September 19th. We have made
the decision to go back to holding class during our worship service time. All students will
sit with their parents/guardians until Pastor Burt excuses them for class.
We are asking families to fill out a registration form for each child who will be
attending. Watch for an email from Toni Williams regarding forms or stop at the church
to pick one up. We can’t wait to get back to the classroom and have fun learning about
God!!
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Lord, what are human beings that you care for them,
mere mortals that you think of them?
—Psalm 144:3
I Wonder…
As I write this I am preparing to go on vacation. We finished VBS a week ago and had our Annual Auction
just this week. Both were beautiful successes. In fact, there have been many wonderful successes over this last
year. I will not say the year has been a stellar year for health, but it may have been a much healthier year than
most of us may realize.
In the wake of the COVID Pandemic, and one of the craziest years I have experienced in my lifetime, we
still have lingering fears, anxieties, anger, and of course issues we still must overcome. Yet, we have overcome
and survived much already. In Paul’s letter to the church at Rome the eighth chapter verse twenty-eight Paul
reminds us, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose.” Let us remember those words even as we ponder our verse from the Psalm above as we look
back on this year.
So, what good has God chosen to bring out of this year? In what ways has the Lord brought about good
things out of the worldwide crisis? As things begin to reopen, and there will be ebbs and flows to how that
happens, let us reflect on some of the good that has come out of this pandemic.
1. Many people have become more conscious of their health and health habits. Washing hands, avoiding
others when we are sick, considering what places we truly need to be and alternative ways of doing
things.
2. Many nuclear families have learned to spend time with one another again and focus on the family unit as
a whole.
3. Many of us have learned just how much our budgets may have been out of whack. As we were not able
to go out to the movies, the bars, restaurants, and many other places we spent our hard-earned cash, we
found we had extra money to pay off bills, do home maintenance, or reinvest in business or our own
educations.
4. TIME! There are many who have learned to be better stewards of their time and have begun to ask the
questions of what is truly important to us in how we spend our time.
5. FAITH! For as much as this pandemic has tested our faith in many ways, it has also helped many who
had not been really considering their faith life before this to come to a place where it has become
important. For many it has shown that God is still there walking with them, especially in their trials.
Within our churches it has been a catalyst to ask the questions about what ministries are we doing which
are truly impacting the community around us and what ministries are unnecessarily draining our time,
energy, and resources?
6. It has made us take stock of the relationships we often took advantage of without much thought and how
Important they are to us. Things like marriages, getting together as groups, and in many cases even just
having time together one-on-one with others. And created a real desire to once again value those things
as we are able and comfortable once again engaging them.
This is not to say that the negatives have not been hair raising. The violence, hatred, and rifts which have
occurred have done their share of damage and we will spend a great deal of time and resources repairing and
healing. It is not that God has caused these things. Unfortunately, they are things that happen regularly in our
broken world. Yet God has not departed from us either! Quite the opposite actually. If we stop reflect and
truly take note of all the ways God has cared for us despite our bickering, hatred, and violence, we find God has
been immensely generous in caring and watching over us as a whole. There are people who have suffered. I

am not blind to that. We are called to reach out and minister to those whom this has happened to. The world
has always had those who suffer from tragedy and loss, and we have always been commanded by our God to
love and care for those individuals and groups. Isn’t that a big part of what our mission statement here at
Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ is about:
Our mission is to …
CONNECT with God, as we live by FAITH,
are known by LOVE, and cultivate HOPE!
We often connect with God through fellowship and ministry as a body, where our faith and love is able to
inspire and grow the hope of those whom we come in contact with. God is alive and at work in us and the
world around us. If we will just step back and take note of where that is. God did not create the pandemic but
is definitely making the best of it as our Lord works to make good things come even from these trying times.
During our VBS this year we spent a lot of time looking at things to wonder about. I wonder what makes
my story unique. I wonder what gifts God has given me. I wonder what I can learn from others. I wonder how
I can spend more time with God. In the process we learned about God’s grace, the unearned gifts we receive
from God. How those unique gifts give us each specific purposes. How when we are stronger when we see
others unique gifts and learn from them, often times bringing those gifts together in order to be able to better
fulfill the purpose God creates in us through the gifts we have been graced with. Finally, realizing that when we
do this we are spending the most precious time with God we can by fulfilling our purpose with God walking
beside us. I invite you look at our mission statement above and see how closely it patterns after these same
thoughts.
Taking all of this into consideration, take a look at the last year. Wonder a bit… What have you learned
that is unique about your story this last year? What gifts has God graced you with over the last year? What can
you learn from those around you and the time you have spent together or apart (what are their unique gifts)?
Now as we come back together as God’s body, the church, what might we do if we combine those gifts reaching
out to our world as it heals from this pandemic?
I Wonder…
What ministries do we need to bolster for the good of God’s people?
What do we need to let go of?
What things make us unique to our community?
Where might we go from here?
The world does not look the same as it did a year ago. Many things have changed. It will never look the
way it once did again, but God has been with us through it all and has continued to grace us with beautiful gifts.
I am excited to see what God does in and through us as a congregation and a community in the months to come
and look forward to being a part of that ministry with all of your unique gifts!
Yours in the family of Christ,
Pastor Burt

"WELCOME HOME!
Please join us for a delicious, thanksgiving-style meal to celebrate
being able to worship together again!
The food will be catered and there will be a free-will donation box.
All are welcome; invite your whole family, neighbors, and friends...
We are so excited to see you all there!
Sunday, September 19th at 11am
Please RSVP with your group size by Sept. 10th via Sign Up Genius
link below or email me at secretary@robertsucc.org or call the
church office at 715-749-3225.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EABA92AA3FAC61-homecoming

Can you count?
Can you read music?
Do you like to have fun?

If so, we need you!
The Bell Choir is currently seeking a few new ringers. Weekly rehearsals
start Wednesday, September 8 at 6:30. We will play in church
approximately once a month.
No experience is necessary- we will train you!
We are excited to be resuming our regular ringing routine and hope you
will join us! For more information, please contact Dawn Budrow at 651341-4723 or Patti Robertson at 715-531-8611.

Dave Hatch ~ 9/01
James Jansma ~ 9/01
Sue Wille ~ 9/01
Earl Pechuman ~ 9/02
Bob Ricci ~ 9/02
Audrey Ackley ~ 9/03
Toni Williams ~ 9/05
Tricia Dull ~ 9/07
Terra Jansma ~ 9/07
Steven Hansen ~ 9/08
Rockie Graf ~ 9/09
Dennis Nelson ~ 9/10
Glenda Hansen ~ 9/11
Corynne Arendt ~ 9/13
Walt Lamson ~ 9/14
Christie Risberg ~ 9/15
Renee Gullixson ~ 9/16

Annika Hansen ~ 9/16
Zachary Williams ~ 9/18
Mary Schultz ~ 9/21
Kathy Johnson ~ 9/23
Don Gillis ~ 9/24
Jenny Muller ~ 9/26
Kiley Ament ~ 9/27
Brandon Dull ~ 9/27

Treasurer’s Report
Notes from the Treasurers: Detailed minutes of the Trustees meetings, including full financial statements are
available upon request.
General Fund Financial Summary as of August 31, 2021

Financial Summary as of August 31, 2021
Income/Contributions $ 143,443.53
Match Game $
Adopt A Mortgage
Fundraising income
30,459.90
Interest
34.35
Total income
173,937.78
Expenses
128,781.99
Transfers from other accounts
500.00
Net Activity $ 45,655.79
Assets

General Accounts $ 11,222.52
Total General Accounts
11,222.52
Other bank accounts
69,666.62
Fixed assets 1,874,642.28
Total Assets $ 1,955,531.42

Liabilities & Equity
Accrued expenses $ (1,067.21)
Bank mortgage balance
638,200.29
Member mortgage balances
150,000.00
Total liabilities
787,133.08

Equity

1,168,398.34

Total Liabilites & Equity $ 1,955,531.42

Food Pantry
The Pantry is currently very well stocked! This is a community funded
resource for the community. Share the word – the pantry is open to all
those in need without question. Curbside service is still being offered
during normal Pantry hours.
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9-11:30am
Wednesdays: 6:30-8pm

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 5, 2021

Dawn Budrow (Moderator), Toni Williams (Christian Education), Lori Jurek (S.H.I.F.T. and Women’s
Fellowship), Duane Loewel (Deacons), Roger Ray (Trustees), Margie Ricci (Financial), Pastor Burt, and
Connie Mueller (Church Clerk).
Meeting was called to order by Dawn at 6:00 P.M.
Opening Devotions was led by Duane: “Power in Community”
Minutes: June minutes and July updates were reviewed. Motion was made by Lori to approve the minutes
and seconded by Toni. Motion carried.
Reports:
Women’s Fellowship:
•
Met today
•
First monthly dinner was held this evening. It was quite successful.
•
Committees have been set up for the September and October monthly dinners. (First Thursdays of
the month). Committees are going to be updated for dinners thereafter.
•
Fall Rummage Sale: September 17th and 18th.
Christian Education
•
Vacation Bible School is ready
•
September 19th is the first Sunday of Sunday School. It will be held during the church service. Need
4 to 5 teachers-in the hopes of each teacher teaching once a month.
•
Ordering new curriculum that should last for 2 years. Donations are being sought to cover the cost of
the materials.
•
Christian Education is now going to begin meeting the 3rd Monday of every month, in order to
accommodate all of the members.
Deacons:
•
Met on August 3rd.
•
Pastor Burt is going to take part of the Deacons’ meeting time to teach about each part of the worship
service.
•
Katy Kapaun is hosting a “Welcome Back” dinner on September 19th from 11 to 1. There will be a
free will offering. Katy is only asking that the actual food bill be paid from the free will offering.
The rest will be donated to the church. This is open to the community. Those wishing to attend
should go through Sign-Up Genius or call the church by September 14th so that Katy can plan on the
number of people being served. The menu will consist of turkey and ham. Katy is asking that there
be volunteers to help with set up, clean up, etc.
(Continued on next page)

MINUTES FROM REGULAR CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING OF
ROBERTS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
July 1, 2021
S.H.I.F.T
•
Since the ice cream truck is not available for Vacation Bible School, they will be donating $100.00
toward the Sunday School curriculum.
•
Feed My Starving Children still has many restrictions; thus, our S.H.I.F.T. group will not be
participating at this time.
•
No meeting in September
Treasurer
•
See the report in the newsletter.
Trustees:
•
No regular meeting held.
•
Roger will submit information to church secretary. An e-mail will be sent out to all church members
regarding the church auction. Food will start to be sold at 4 P.M. The actual auction will begin at 5.
Pastor:
•
Need help in the office. Complete information regarding events needs to be to the church secretary
by the 20th of the month so that it can be included in the monthly newsletter.
•
Pastor has several weeks of vacation. Last week of August (beginning the 23rd) through the
Tuesday after Labor Day.
•
Church secretary will be out from August 18th through the 24th.
Other Discussion:
•
Bell choir will begin rehearsals in September. More bell members are needed.
•
Numerous members will not be available for the September meeting. It was decided that all
members of the council should e-mail an update to Connie by September 9th. Connie will compile
all of the updates and send them out to the council team on September 9th.
Next Meeting: October 7th ( 6 P.M. at the church and a Zoom link will also be available for those unable
to attend) Dawn will lead devotions.
Meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Connie Mueller, Church Clerk
SMILE… WE JUST RECEIVED A DONATION

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.
This is a simple and automatic way for you to support Roberts Congregational United Church of Christ every
time you shop, at no cost to you!
In the first quarter of 2021, RUCC earned $33.69 from the Foundation! If you haven’t signed up yet, visit our
website or contact Lori Jurek for instructions on how to participate!

Unique opportunity to help yourself and help the Church.
For the last 10 years the church has paid an attractive rate of interest on funds
members and friends have loaned to the church to reduce the size of the mortgage.
The church pays less interest than on our mortgage loan and you earn substantially
more interest than offered by financial institutions on CD’s and savings accounts.
The church will pay 3% simple interest for 5 years. Interest is paid quarterly.
In 5 years, you will have the option to cash out your investment or renew it for
another 5 years. Early withdrawal is permitted in the event of an emergency. The
next opportunity will start October 1st, 2021. Minimum amount is $20,000,
increasing from there in increments of $5,000.
Please contact Roger Ray at (715) 246-5239
if you are interested or have any questions.
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Glenn & Linda Hall – 9/2 – 49 Years!
James & Lynn Cave – 9/7 – 19 Years!
Jeff & Trudy Hinkel – 9/10 – 38 Years!
Brandon & Shelly Dull – 9/10 – 16 Years!
Jacob & Jennah Stoffel – 9/13 – 7 Years!
David & Michelle Hansen – 9/14 – 19 Years!
Nicole & Tom O’Connell – 9/16 – 15 Years!
Tim & Tracy Ronnander – 9/16 – 15 Years!
Steven & Cynthia Hansen – 9/18 – 11 Years!
John & Dorene Stoffel – 9/20 – 35 Years!

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
- Hebrews 11:1
Jesus often talked of becoming like children and in my experience, they have a marvelous
faith in things hoped for and unseen. They do not get all caught up in being "realistic!" The
world has not yet taught them the cynicism many of us have as adults. They play in God's
creation as if it is still as perfect as Eden with their eyes wide open to the glory and wonder all
around them. A cloud becomes a bunny rabbit. The blanket fort becomes a palace. Mac &
cheese becomes a royal feast. Empty cups and dolls become a tea party of elegance. Wouldn't
it be nice to be that carefree again?
Why shouldn't we be? Kids have not yet forgotten to not sweat the little things. Maybe it's
time we remember the same things: to stop and view creation in awe and wonder; to see our
dwellings, our palaces, as places to grow and play with friends; to view each meal as a blessed
feast given to us to share with family; to make the most of our empty cups with those around
us in elegant parties celebrating the moment. Maybe we need to see things in faith that the next
moment will be taken care of rather than worrying about trying to change every "little" aspect
of our lives.
How much different would life be if we were to revel in the wonder, beauty, and greatness
of the moment around us rather than dwelling on the past or trying to control the future? How
much easier would it be to be faithful if we were to see the abundance of gifts around us right
now which we had no part in making happen? Faith is not so much about learning how to have
it as it is about remembering to stop and allow it to happen.
May you stop today and see the bunnies in your storm clouds and the feast in your noon-day
meal. May your empty cups be filled with celebration with those whom you are surrounded
by. May God's Creation become a palace of life where your faith is remembered and lived out.
Peace be with you all!

If you have placed someone on the prayer list, please
update us on how they are currently. If you would like to
add or remove someone, please contact the office at
secretary@robertsucc.org or (715) 749-3225.

Those currently on the Prayer List:
Bobbie Kuhnke
Tracy Grabau
Linda Hall
Terry McKinley



Danielle Anderson
Earl Pechuman
Dean Hansen
Walt Lamson

Carol Moenke
Mary Frederick
Renate Koch
Donna Lamson

Brian Wille
Linda Jourden
Friends & Family of Spence Porter
Friends & Family of Marcia Graf

Those serving on active Military duty.
Those serving our state & community in Law Enforcement

Bulletin Sponsor Information

This year, due to restrictions, we are using Signup Genius as our Bulletin Sponsor Sign Up sheet.
Dates listed below are the currently available Sundays to sponsor the bulletin. The cost for
sponsoring bulletins is $15 per Sunday. If you are interested in sponsoring the bulletin on a date
available, please let the office know so we can get you signed up.
~Dec 12th

~Dec 24th 4:30pm service

**If you have signed up for a Sunday, simply send payment to the church office and we will get
the records update. Thank you for your support!

REMINDER!!!
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2021
OFFICE
IS
CLOSED

Sun

Mon

Tue

September 2021
1

Wed

Thu
2
3
3:30pm Women’s
Fellowship

Fri

4

Sat

6pm Council
Meeting

5
10am Worship

6

12
SCRIP Due

13
4-7pm Fall
Rummage Sale
Drop Off

10am Worship
with Holy
Communion

19
10am Worship
11am Dinner

26
SCRIP Due
10am Worship

Office Closed

7
6:30pm Deacons
Meeting

8

9

10

11

14
1-5pm Fall
Rummage Sale
Drop Off

15
1-5pm Fall
Rummage Sale
Drop Off

16
1-5pm Fall
Rummage Sale
Drop Off

17
8-6pm Fall
Rummage Sale

18
8-10:30am Fall
Rummage Sale

24

25

6:30pm SHIFT

6pm Christian
Education

20
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

21
6pm Trustees

22

23

27

28

29

30

Quarterly
Donation
Statements
Available

